RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
names. In his election campaigns he avoids all
semblance of personalities. He has a happy married
life and electorally Mrs. Greenwood's personality
must be worth hundreds of votes. His native territory
regards him as a man who matters, for the City of
Leeds made him an Honorary Freeman in 1930 while
he was at the Ministry of Health.
Possessed of these advantages he might go any
distance. He is held back by an intermittent inability
to treat life and the great affairs with which it is laden
as anything more solemn than a joyous jamboree.
The most serious occasion to which duty might call
him might be entered in a mood of irrelevant sky-
larking. And Labour does not wish to see its sacred
cause covered with unsought ridicule. But at last his
sleek golden hair is turning white as his sixtieth year
is now not far ahead. Perhaps Time will insist on
dragging out the statesman to supersede the hilarious
politician.
One cannot imagine Arthur Greenwood keeping his
features set in a stern expression long enough for him
to admonish or advise upon deportment recruits to
the Parliamentary Labour Party. This task was
undertaken by Mr. Herbert Morrison at the beginning
of the 1935 Parliament in a document which warned
the unwary against temptations to waste time and
live socially at Westminster. His experience of the
House of Commons is only seven years in all; for
although he was first elected for South Hackney in
1923 he was defeated in 1924 and 1931. So since first
tasting the atmosphere of Parliament he has missed
eight years and a half of exhilarating opposition.
182